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 Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily 2017 

 

Our Mission never ends!   

 

Although Jeremiah the Prophet and the apostles were challenged preaching God’s 

word, they were successful.  We, too, carry on their challenging mission by 

bringing the good news to those we meet.   

 

We attend Sunday Mass often thinking that it is all over till next week when we 

return again.  Not so.  Go forth the Mass is ended.  Our mission is much like the 

early Church leaders.  When Sunday liturgies are finished, our mission begins.   

 

Over the years, I have given a church tour to RCIA members and our children and 

youth.  I tell them that, in my opinion, one of the most sacred parts of the church, 

along with obvious others, is the front door and other doorways and entrances of 

the church.  We are all called to pass on what we have heard and experienced to 

those we meet, not necessarily in what we say, but by what we do.  Actions speak 

louder than words.  In the words of St. Francis of Assisi:  “Preach the Gospel at 

all times, if necessary use words.”   
 

Our mission never ends.  We are continuously called to witness.  Our ministry 

begins as we pass through the doors of church.  Go forth the Mass is ended.    

 

Summer is finally here!  Warm hospitality is always at the heart of our summer in 

our backyards, on the river.   Good food, lively conversation, and companionship 

tie in well with what we experience during Mass.  Jesus ate, talked and laughed 

with his followers often.  He taught, but he also spent quality time in the bonds of 

friendship.   

 

Our experience of Eucharist is carried into our daily lives as we pass through these 

doors again.  We are called to bring this sacred experience into our day-to-day 

living.   

 

It is not a matter of knowing what to say at all times, as much as how we reflect the 

good news of the Gospel by our actions, the cup of cold water, and in the way we 

individually respond to the daily challenges of life.   

 

Like the early Church, our faith and trust in God can be a constant 

inspiration for others.  Daily life can pose many challenges.  Loss of 

employment, death of a loved one, fractured relationships, broken families, 



addictions, and personal compulsions are to name a few.  Keeping faith is hard, yet 

it does work.  It is time to realize that God is indeed very close.  We are never 

alone or abandoned.  We even have others who are passing through these doors to 

support, encourage and walk with us in this journey of life.   

 

The Eucharist is our spiritual strength to keep going, to never give up and to know 

we are not alone.   

 

We are into the longest Church season of the year:  Ordinary time which 

becomes extraordinary for us all.  A major subtheme we will hear at each Mass 

for the remainder of the year is how does God’s presence affect each of us in our 

lives, Sunday through Saturday?   

 

The real presence of Jesus in both word and sacrament is a foundation of our life as 

Roman Catholic Christians.  This incredible presence does not fade.  It is nurtured 

and strengthened every time we come in and pass through these doors.  The joy of 

the Gospel and light of Christ free us from our fears.  We come to a deep 

realization of what we hold in our hands and receive in our mouths gifts us with 

the joy of holding our heads up high in it all!    

 

We find strength in Holy Communion but also in the fellowship of our faith 

community.  Let us pass through again and let Christ’s light shine through us and 

warm all those around us by going forth the Mass is ended!     

 

 
 

 

 


